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Rohingya arrivals since 25
August 2017

IOM marked 16 Days of Activism (16 DoA) with a
full slate of events, awareness raising activities,
exhibitions and events as part of the global effort to
challenge Gender-Based Violence (GBV) against
women and girls. Female beneficiaries from both
the Rohingya and host communities took a lead
role in designing activities focused on women'’s
empowerment and skills building, comprising an
extension of the Women's Leadership Training of
Trainers (ToT) programme.

Originating in 1991 by the first VWomen’s Global
Leadership Institute, 16 Days of Activism has since
expanded, today observed by over 6,000
organisations across 187 countries. The campaign
runs from 25 November, the International Day for
the Elimination of Violence Against VWomen, until
10 December — International Human Rights Day.
Each year a new theme is chosen to define the
goals of the campaign. For 2019, countries and
organizations across the world united under the
commonly observed slogan: “Orange the World:
Generation Equality Stands Against Rape!”.

Key issues raised during 16 DoA include conflict-
related sexual violence, campus violence, rape
within homes, rape and sexual harassment in public
spaces, and child marriage. The campaign also
explores broader issues such as rape culture and

https://bangladesh.iom.int/

932,940

Rohingya in Cox’s Bazar
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consent. As GBV is a sensitive subject, especially in
more conservative or traditional cultures, 16-Days
of Activism observance in Cox’s Bazar prioritised
open discussions and exchanges around these
issues, emphasizing their relevance in both the
refugee and host communities.

Responding to a clear and defined need, IOM has
developed programmes to address Conflict-Related
Sexual Violence (CRSV) in response to refugee
experiences back in Myanmar. CRSV  Support
Services and Mitigation in Cox's Bazar is being
implemented within camps located in Ukihya and
Teknaf, as well as across peripheral areas of mixed
refugee and host communities in the Cox’s Bazar
District.

The effort focuses on mitigating risks and
preventing GBV as well as improving the quality of
health services for survivors. IOM’s Protection GBV
programme manager Megan Denise Smith explains
that the 16 DoA events help to raise awareness
around GBV in the local community: “The
immediate needs of the refugees in terms of health
and nutrition are being met, which creates space
for us to address critical issues of rape and GBV.
The event was well received and is having a real
impact in  generating open and meaningful
discussions about an otherwise sensitive subject.”
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1 Following heavy rains late in the

monsoon season, a spike in
Acute Watery Diarrhoea was
localized in the southern camps
and host communities. VWASH
and Health teams responded
with  both  prevention and
treatment efforts and by late
December the situation was
brought under control.

IOM  has stepped up its
monitoring and exploration of
underground water resources in
and around the refugee camps.
In cooperation with Dhaka
University, the programme aims
to measure and manage sub-
terranean  water  resources
currently used in water sources
accessible to affected
populations.

The Global

Migration  Film
Festival (GMFF) and 16 Days of

Activism were impressive
successes during the month. The
GMFF  attracted crowds of
viewers to films that included a
locally-produced  documentary
on the Rohingya. Around the
same time, IOM Protection’s 16
Days of Activism organized and
oversaw a series of events widely
observed across the camps to
tackle gender-based violence.
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