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INTERNATIONAL MIGRANTS DAY 2022 OBSERVED 
IN COX’S BAZAR
With the theme “Integrating Migrants into Primary Health Care”, International Migrants Day (IMD) was observed 
in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh, on 18 December with various activities, and programmes with the participation of 
bene�ciaries and stakeholders.

To mark the day, IOM supported Cox’s Bazar district administration and the bureau of manpower employment 
and training in organizing multiple events. Various government agencies and representatives from development 
partner organizations also participated in the day’s key programmes to raise awareness to promote safe, suitable 
reintegration and overall migration governance.

Speakers in a discussion in Cox’s Bazar district administration o�ce emphasized the rights and challenges facing 
migrants and advocated for policies and practices that support their well-being. IOM highlighted works in Cox’s 
Bazar to strengthen economic resilience and improve the self-su�ciency of returnee migrants and vulnerable 
communities.

In Rohingya camps, about 300 refugee children, adolescents, majhis, religious leaders, and members of the women 
participation committee, and community protection committee participated in a series of activities such as art and 
drama, awareness-raising video shows and discussions to mark the day.

The Rohingya refugees have been living in the camps since the in�ux in August 2017, which has forced some of 
them to take the risk of migrating irregularly to various parts of the country and abroad. The day was observed 
to raise awareness of irregular onward movements and inform all refugees about the challenges and di�culties that 
irregular migrants face.

On IMD, and every day, IOM rea�rms its commitment to promoting humane and orderly management of 
migration for the bene�t of all, including the communities of origin, transit and destination.

Read and download IOM Appeal 2022 here.

799,413
ROHINGYA
ARRIVALS SINCE
25 AUGUST 2017

950,972
ROHINGYA IN 
COX’S BAZAR

1.4
million
PEOPLE IN NEED

Rohingya adolescents took part in an art competition marking the International Migrants Day 2022. ©IOM2022
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IOM supports 45 primary and secondary healthcare 
facilities in Cox’s Bazar to ensure the continuity of essential 
health services for Rohingya refugees and host 
communities. These facilities provide outpatient and 
inpatient management of communicable and 
non-communicable diseases, services for child health, 
sexual and reproductive health services, 24-hour 
emergency referrals, mental health and psychosocial 
support (MHPSS) and gender-based violence services. Also 
provided are community health worker services for 
community-based activities. IOM leads the health sector’s 
mobile medical teams technical working group. It has 
continued to enhance coordination, especially for �re 
incidents in the camps and natural disasters. IOM’s dispatch 
and referral unit coordinates emergency ambulance 
services during an emergency. Additionally, 400 trained 
community health workers are equipped to provide basic 
�rst aid in the event of an emergency. To strengthen the 
host community’s health system, IOM is renovating 100 
community clinics in Cox’s Bazar District and upgrading the 
infrastructure of Cox’s Bazar District Hospital.

MIGRATION HEALTH DIVISION

Public awareness-raising event was held marking the World AIDS 
Day 2022. ©IOM2022

GBV training for health workers from IOM and partners. ©IOM2022

Interactive session in Rohingya Cultural Memory Centre. ©IOM2022

130,494 medical 
consultations 
conducted

1,620 dengue 
rapid diagnostic 
tests conducted

1,521 samples 
collected for 

COVID-19 testing

6,340 women 
received family 

planning services

9,217 bene�ciaries 
received MHPSS 

support

14,349 patients 
received lifestyle 

counselling

4,578 court-yard 
sessions 

conducted

1,206 children 
received vaccination 
through expanded 

programme on 
immunization
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IOM supports nearly 460,000 Rohingya with shelter 
materials and essential household items, including lique�ed 
petroleum gas (LPG) for cooking. The provision of LPG 
introduces alternative clean cooking fuel and reduces 
protection risks and health concerns. IOM and its 
partners have been supporting Rohingya families to 
maintain and upgrade their shelters by providing durable 
materials through in-kind and voucher modalities through 
shelter upgrade and maintenance (SUM) programme. 
Treatment to extend the durability of bamboo poles used 
for both regular and emergency shelter needs is ongoing 
through IOM bamboo treatment facility. IOM is also 
providing non-food items to refugees. 

SHELTER AND NON-FOOD ITEMS

78,836 LPG 
re�lls provided

4,738 families
received shelter 

upgrade and 
maintenance assistance

174 LPG complete kits, 
including cylinder, 

stove, regulator, hose 
and training provided 

to new families

2,834 bene�ciaries 
received SUM 

training

100 female 
individuals received 
carpenter training

300 host bene�ciaries 
received cash grants to 
upgrade their shelter

19,500 borak 
bamboo poles 

treated

12,324 persons paid 
through Cash for 

Work in shelter and 
LPG activities

Carpentry training for Rohingya women. ©IOM2022

Training on solar light repairing for Rohingya refugees. ©IOM2022
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IOM and its implementing partners work 
closely with the Government of 
Bangladesh through the O�ce of the 
Refugee Relief and Repatriation 
Commissioner and a�liated stakeholders, 
to coordinate humanitarian response in 
17 Rohingya refugee camps (14 in 
Ukhiya and three in Teknaf). Through 
the site management support, 
communication with communities and 
site development and improvement 
activities in these camps, IOM aims to 
improve living conditions, mitigate 
environmental risks and ease access 
inside the camps. IOM has also been 
conducting consultation meetings with 
communities to identify the gaps related 
to their daily needs. In addition, IOM 
provides and maintains facilities in the 
camps jointly with UNHCR and WFP 
through the Site Maintenance and 
Engineering Project. 

SITE MANAGEMENT AND SITE DEVELOPMENT

4,817 m2 of 
slope stabilized 

or repaired

2,213 m2 of 
drainage 

constructed/ 
repaired 

36,810 m2 of 
drainage 
cleared

10,830 m2 of 
canal cleared 

2,104 m of 
fencing 

constructed/ 
repaired

2,861 m of access 
(bridge, stairs and 

pathway) 
constructed

2,097 women 
participated in 

women’s participation 
project training

11,070 service 
requests received 

309 
awareness-raising 

radio sessions held

Drainage clearing works in the camps. ©IOM2022 Road construction works in the camps. ©IOM2022
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Preventing, mitigating and responding to the protection 
concerns of refugees is a signi�cant part of IOM’s 
life-saving services. This entails providing specialized 
services, including tackling gender-based violence and 
working on child protection and counter-tra�cking, 
among other community-based interventions. IOM 
protection activities target Rohingya and at-risk Host 
communities through individual support like identifying 
highly vulnerable individuals, referral to di�erent services, 
case management and psychosocial support. IOM-run 
protection facilities have a signi�cant focus on 
strengthening community-based protection through 
engagement, awareness-raising and sensitization. Equally 
important is building the capacity of communities and 
other stakeholders and continuing protection monitoring 
to identify needs and gaps.

PROTECTION

23,190 bene�ciaries 
reached with 

protection awareness 
messaging

13,915 persons 
sensitized to 

counter-tra�cking

9,024 women and 
girls participated in 

psychosocial 
activities

55 individuals 
supported through 
case management

264 extremely 
vulnerable individuals 

referred for specialized 
services

31 individuals 
assisted with the 

relocation

200 individuals 
received psychological 

�rst aid 

60 victims of 
tra�cking identi�ed 
and directly assisted

IOM's Child Protection team observed the International Day of Persons 
with Disabilities. ©IOM2022

IOM conducted a training on “Understanding disability and inclusion of persons with disability”. ©IOM2022
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IOM oversees water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
facilities' operation, maintenance, and repair in 12 camps and 
two host community villages. IOM provides safe water for 
drinking and domestic purposes, secure sanitation facilities, 
improves solid waste management and hygiene promotion 
interventions. Currently, IOM has six NGO partners 
providing comprehensive WASH services. The implementing 
partners have been ensuring the functionality of WASH 
facilities through regular monitoring, operation and 
maintenance. Partner NGOs monitor and promote hygienic 
practices through follow-up visits, identify gaps and 
implement interventions, such as individual or group 
consultations, awareness-raising sessions and distribution of 
hygiene materials.

WATER, SANITATION AND HYGIENE

Soap distribution in the Rohingya camps. ©IOM2022

A newly constructed decentralized wastewater treatment systems. 
©IOM2022 Compost distribution among the bene�ciaries. ©IOM2022

244,332 people 
receiving continued 
life-saving WASH 

support

4 decentralized 
wastewater 

treatment systems 
constructed

10 latrines 
constructed for 

persons with special 
needs

11 communal 
latrines upgraded

732,996 soap 
bars distributed

14,204 kgs of 
compost distributed 
to host and refugee 

communities
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Since 2017, IOM has supported Rohingya refugees in 
Cox’s Bazar and the host communities, recognizing that 
the socioeconomic impact on the two populations is 
multi-dimensional. Thus, a signi�cant focus has been on 
reducing disparities, inequalities and social exclusion while 
strengthening safety and security, social relations and 
socioeconomic interactions and ties. IOM works mostly in 
the a�ected Host communities of Ukhiya, Teknaf, Ramu, 
Moheshkhali and Sadar upazilas. In liaison with the local 
government and local implementing partners, it focuses on 
supporting sustainable and resilient projects for vulnerable 
communities in Cox’s Bazar.

SOCIAL COHESION

245 female CPP 
volunteers received 
essential equipment

60 stakeholders 
responsible for 

evacuation shelter 
management received 

trainings

245 female 
volunteers of cyclone 

preparedness 
programme (CPP) 
received trainings

20 Host community 
bene�ciaries received 

livestock (cow) 
feeding items

10 Rohingya 
bene�ciaries received 
income generation 

support through cash 
for work 

20 bene�ciaries 
received skills and 

development, business 
development and 

disaster risk reduction 
training

Discussion programme in Cox's Bazar DC o�ce marking IMD 2022. 
©IOM2022

Host community bene�ciaries received livestock feeding items for their dairy farms. ©IOM2022
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Funding for IOM’s response is provided by

Needs and Population Monitoring (NPM) is 
a part of IOM’s global displacement tracking 
matrix programming. First launched in 
Cox’s Bazar District in early 2017, IOM 
Bangladesh’s NPM has consistently been a 
key source of data in the Rohingya 
humanitarian response. It tracks population 
numbers, needs and vulnerabilities to 
inform the humanitarian response in Cox’s 
Bazar for both Rohingya and Host 
communities. NPM partners collaborate 
with the inter-sector coordination group, 
other IOM programmes, sectors and 
various organizations by designing and 
conducting a wide range of assessments 
and providing technical mapping capacity.

NEEDS AND POPULATION MONITORING

NPM published ‘Rohingyar 
Hobor-Trends Survey: 
Edition 4’.

Rohingyar Hobor (Rohingya 
news) is a regular trends 
report produced by IOM NPM, 
IOM Protection unit (research 
and consultations team) and 
ACAPS.

NPM ACAPS analysis hub 
published the learning document 
‘Collecting data in the Rohingya 
camps in Cox’s Bazar: what 
works based on �ve years of 
collective experience’.

NPM continues 
conducting data collection 
for the ‘Camp-based 
needs assessment’ in all 
IOM-managed camps. 

The ‘Solar streetlight 
operational dashboard in all 
camps’ is under production.

The ‘Shelter addressing 
activity’ is going on in the 
IOM-managed camps.

NPM enumerator conducts interview with bene�ciaries on ‘Camp-based needs assessment’ 
in Camp 22. ©IOM2022


