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Project Overview
Irregular migrants returning to Bangladesh are sustainably reintegrated 

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE 01

SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE

The capacities of the Government of Bangladesh and other migration 
actors are strengthened to manage migration at central and local levels 
and to ensure reintegration of irregular migrants
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SPECIFIC OBJECTIVE

Returnees, potential migrants, families and community are empowered to 
make informed decisions about migration and adopt regular, safe, orderly 
and responsible migration behaviours including remittance management
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Contributing to the 
sustainable reintegration of 
returnees and the progressive 
achievement of Goal 10.7 to 
facilitate orderly, safe, regular 
and responsible migration and 
mobility of people, including 
through the implementation 
of planned and well-managed 
policies

OVERALL OBJECTIVE

1

Sustainable Reintegration

Returnees Screened and Profiled

1,052
April

EU

Non-EU

Cumulative

27
68217

1,73444Total Number 

285Men

Women

15
14901
43416

April Cumulative

Information Center Services

Total Number 

2,042Men

Women

64
15501

2,19765

April Cumulative

Hotline Services

Total Calls Received 

662
April

Enrolled

Completed

Referred for
Trauma Counselling

Received Medical
Treatment

Cumulative

8

5035

1000
4000

43800
Number of Returnees
who received Tele-Counseling Services 

Beneficiaries receiving Psycho-social Support

April Cumulative

1,607137
59512
34500

Completed
Reintegration Plans

Received In-kind Support 

11000
15855

Referred for Skills Training 

Referred for Economic Reintegration Support 

Beneficiaries receiving Economic Reintegration Support

Social Reintegration Support

Received Stimulus Grant

April Cumulative

58800
1,87800

6300

Workshops

IPT Shows 

DCC Meetings  

3,16200Video Shows 

5215Referred for Social Reintegration Support

246Total Cash Grant received 

Total Immediate Assistance 

00
30200
54800

April Cumulative

Beneficiaries receiving Immediate Cash Grant/ Immediate Assistance

Total Assistance Received 
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“In October 2019, my father returned to Bangladesh from 
Italy after su�ering a stroke. As the eldest son, I was very afraid 
about a future without a secure household income. However, 
when my family met with the sta� of the Prottasha project my 
worries and anxiety began to  fade. I never expected that my  
father would receive tremendous support in Bangladesh. We 
received BDT 120,000 (1,170 EUR) to start dairy farming, and 
my father even received treatment from the Centre for the 
Rehabilitation of the Paralysed (CRP) hopital in Savar with 
support from the Prottasha project. I cannot express enough 
thanks   to   the   European   Union   (EU),  the  International
Organization for Migration (IOM), and BRAC for their 
assistance. It is like a gift from Allah that they stood by our 
family in this di�cult time” - “Junayed’’ (22). 

Nuhu Islam, a Bangladeshi national from the Noakhali district, who had studied up to grade eight only, traveled to Italy in 2010. 
Like many other Bangladeshi migrants, Nuhu dreamt of going abroad for a better life. Nuhu paid a middleman 600,000 BDT 
(5,843 EUR) to travel to Italy.   He   was   able   to   raise   this   money  by  borrowing  from family and friends and selling his
property. When he �rst arrived in Italy, he worked in any jobs he could �nd, and 
eventually worked as a storekeeper in a shop. He used to send as much money 
home as he could to pay o� his debts. Nuhu's family was doing well until he 
su�ered a  stroke in 2016.

The family collects 10-12 liters of milk each day and earns 
between BDT 18,000 to 20,000 (175-195 EUR) a month 
through this. With this money, the family is able to cover 

household expenses and meet their basic living costs.  Nuhu was also referred to the Centre for the Rehabilitation of the 
Paralysed (CRP) in Dhaka to receive better treatment with assistance from the Prottasha project. Additionally, Nuhu's son is 
expected to be referred to a training course under the project enabling him to gain skills to help him to be gainfully employed. 

Like Nuhu Islam 1,734 returned migrants have received reintegration support under the Prottasha project so far. 

After the stroke, his income fell dramatically, as he was unable to do any physical 
labour. With the help of his relatives in Italy, he managed to return to Bangladesh 
in 2019. At this stage, he had not received any treatment. Since returning to 
Bangladesh, his health deteriorated to the point that he was barely able to move 
or speak, and his family was not able to a�ord treatment. The entire family were 
dependent on relatives for �nancial support, and both Nuhu’s daughter and son 
had to suspend their studies because money was so tight.

In 2020, Nuhu was identi�ed and pro�led by the Prottasha 
project  and  became  a  project  bene�ciary.   Field   sta�   in
Noakhali district met with Mr. Nuhu’s family and together they 
�nalized a business plan to start a dairy business that could 
support Nuhu and his family. The demand for dairy is high in 
the area Nuhu lives and it is easy to sell milk for a good pro�t 
without transportation costs. In December 2020, Nuhu's 
family received 120,000 BDT from the Prottasha project. With 
this money, Nuhu’s family purchased a dairy cow.

Nuhu’s son and Prottasha sta� are paying the cash
to the vendor for buying the dairy cow.  @BRAC 2020

Nuhu and his family smile again

Md Khorshed Alam Khan, Deputy Commissioner(DC) of
Noakhali District, is handing over the Cheque of

BDT 120,000 to Nuhu’s wife and son. @BRAC 2020

A Prottasha �eld sta� is providing counselling service to Nuhu
and his family members at their place. @BRAC 2020
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Identification of returnees: 

In April, volunteers and supervisors in 10 districts where Reintegration Service Centres (RSC) are not established identi�ed a total of 
84 returnees. Of these, 53 returnees were identi�ed as eligible to be pro�led as project bene�ciaries following the initial screening. 
47 of the returnees had returned from the EU & UK and six had returned from Turkey. Identi�cation and pro�ling activities were 
temporarily halted as a result of the government-imposed lockdown.

Awareness Raising

Broadcasting two Public Service Announcements (PSA) on safe migration:

In April, two radio public service announcements were aired on the country’s national 
public broadcaster, Bangladesh Betar, to raise awareness on safe migration, remittance 
management and reintegration. Dissemination of correct information on safe, regular, and 
orderly migration is one of the most e�ective ways to ensure migrants are able to make 
informed decisions on safe migration.

Migration Governance

Information Management Platform for BAIRA:

IOM Bangladesh is supporting the Bangladesh Association of International Recruiting 
Agencies (BAIRA) to develop an Information Management Platform for Recruiting 
Agencies to keep records of details information of recruiting agencies, ensure transparency 
and improve ethical recruitment practices. In April, a meeting was held with BAIRA 
Secretariat to discuss handing over the platform and the Secretariat agreed to integrate the 
Information Management Platform into their existing system and domain.

Annual Migration Report (AMR) 2019/2020:

IOM Bangladesh is supporting the Government of Bangladesh to develop the Annual 
Migration Report (AMR) 2019/2020 building on the Migration Pro�le for Bangladesh 2018. 
This will support evidence-based policy making by ensuring  up-to-date, reliable and 
comprehensive sex- and age-disaggregated migration data is available to the government 
and other stakeholders. The AMR will consolidate, compile, and update disaggregated data 
on key migration-related topics in Bangladesh. 

The  report  will  document  key  �ndings,  policy  implications, and recommendations. In
April, the inception report was �nalized, and the data collection tools were developed. A 
Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) was initiated to guide the compilation of the AMR.
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Cumulative

Interactive Popular
Theatre (IPT) Shows 

Financial Literacy
Training 

00

621,647

Tea Stall Meetings 88,566

Messages on safe migration, reintegration and remittance management 

April Cumulative April

518,454

1,377 

26,245

00

202

 87,334School Programme 

00Video Shows

00 00Pot Song

Increased capacity of migrants & their families on financial literacy
and their awareness of available products and services

April
Number of financial literacy engagement 
(community-based dialogues on access to
financial services, capacity building on
financial literacy) facilitated:

00
Cumulative

67

Monitoring and Evaluation

Reintegration Assistance Sustainability Survey (RASS) and Reintegration 
Sustainable Survey (RSS):

Reports from the RASS and RSS surveys were �nalized and shared with the 
relevant stakeholders in April. IOM introduced RSS to standardize the manner in 
which sustainable reintegration and bene�ciary satisfaction are measured in line 
with IOM's institutional guidance on Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) of 
Assisted Voluntary Return/Reintegration (AVR/AVRR), and Post Arrival 
Reintegration Assistance (PARA) programming. The surveys also focus on 
sustainable reintegration of returnees in terms of economic, social and 
psychosocial reintegration, as well as the satisfaction of bene�ciaries after 
accessing reintegration services under the Prottasha project.

Number of people reached through digital media:

April Cumulative

286,843

3,546,445Facebook

Twitter 5,531

18,649

Communications

Number of communications products developed: 11
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Prottasha Monthly Update March 2021:
https://cutt.ly/MbA7Wh3

Documentary on the Ethical Recruitment and International 
Recruitment Integrity System (IRIS)

Thousands of Bangladeshi workers migrate abroad every year. A 
signi�cant number of them continue to face vulnerabilities and 
exploitation at various stages of the migration cycle. It is imperative 
to ensure ethical recruitment practices for labour migrants to help 
mitigate the challenges and vulnerabilities they face.

IOM Bangladesh, through the Prottasha project, has engaged with 
the Bangladesh Association of International Recruiting Agencies 
(BAIRA) to promote fair and ethical recruitment through IRIS.

Watch the video to learn more on IRIS: https://cutt.ly/gbSWUEX

Vulnerable Life of an Irregular Migrant

Farid Mia reached Germany after several failed attempts to �nd 
work in various other counties. 

He returned to Bangladesh empty handed, and received 
reintegration support from the Prottasha project. 

View his full story on:  https://cutt.ly/ybSErMQ

Watch a short video on the GCM consultation: https://cutt.ly/kbDCN0R

Video on GCM Consultation

The Bangladesh UN Network on Migration (BDUNNM) in 
collaboration with the Civil Society for Global Commitments on 
Migration (CGCM) organized a stakeholder consultation on 22 
February 2021 to discuss the status, challenges & opportunities on 
implementing the Global Compact for Migration (GCM) in 
Bangladesh.

The consultation was organized with the support of the project. In 
April, a video was developed on the consultation and disseminated 
on social media. A short video on the GCM consultation held in 
February is available on the below link.  

FARID MIA
Returned Migrant from Germany



Contact Us: DhakaProttasha@iom.int 6

This Project is led by
Government of the

People's Republic of Bangladesh

Funded by
the European Union

In Partnership with
BRAC

Implemented by
IOM

Monthly Update April 2021

Project Areas

10 REINTEGRATION
SERVICE CENTER (RSC)

covering

64 DISTRICTS

Sylhet
Sirajganj
Tangail
Narshingdi
Dhaka
Cumilla
Munshiganj
Shariatpur
Noakhali
Khulna


